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The! Merchants vail against the French Trade, but Trade to France all the while. 


They confound their Arguments by their Prattife. 


Thew Books of Accounts would contradiét their Pamphlets. 


- The-like of the Trade to Spain. 


Sone particular Contradictions of their Prattsfe expofed. 


More promifed inthe next. 
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recommend the Confideration of this Af- 
fair of French Commerce to the Thoughts 
of impartial Men, that the Merchants of 
this City.\at the fame time they are exclaim- 
ing like Men of one Party againft the French 
Tradeq@ ftrodive. and -ruigous to the Na- 
ig are fhipping Goods for France, ‘launch- 
ing into the Trade, and puftiiig like Men of 
the other Party with all poflible Eagcrnefs into 
the Profits of it, as if they did it in order to 
make the Matter of Faé& give the Lye tothe 
Pretence, and make that Trade really Benefi- 
cial, which they themfelves condemn as de- 
ftructive. 

Is it not ftrapge that thefe Men fhould be 
inftramental to the confounding their own Ar- 
guments, and themielves to prove that profi- 
table in the Practife which they have condemn’d 
as mifchievous in the Theory ?_ 

The Adercator thinks that thofe Men whoin 
every Coffee-houfe rail at the French Com- 
merce, and tell us, We fend nothing thither 
of any Value, fhould not be the Men whofe 
Books of Accounts contradift their Tongues, 
and who in the Coffee-houf€ are one thing, 
and in the Cuftem-houfe quite another thing 
in the very fame Difpute. : 

One would think that the Merchant, who 
in Publick has faid, and caufed it to be prin- 
ted, that the French will take none of our 
Manufaétures, fhould be afham’d to fend his 
Mpprentice to the Cuftom-houle, and enter 
160 Pieces of Deuggets and so Spanifh Cloths 
in a Day to the fame Country which he had 
boafted, needed none of our Goods. 

But this is the Modefty of our Age, and\in 
efpecial manner of tle People, who the Afer- 
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cator has to do with. Thefe*aré'fome of the | 
Men who have called the Mercator fo many 
Names, given him fo often the LYE in fpight 
of Grace and of godd Manners; let any'Ma 
compare this Ufage and this Practife : Are 4 
the Men who’ ought to charge any Man 
Lying? ‘Is not the whole pi: actife one! seal 
Lye to their Argu ‘Arguhteit 
a Fund of Lyes'co' their Pradiite? Thefe'M 
come within the’ Nii ber of (thofé in the Hély . 
Writ, viz. who love and make a Lye, for it is 
not with their Wotds only,’ bat with their 
whole Series of Adiion, that they confirm and 
make’ a LY E: 

With what Face ¢an fach’a Man handout 
and curfe the Mercator for “faying, we fend - 
great Quantities of Goods to France, when ‘he 
is one of the Men that fends them?) 

To illuftrate this’ with ai°Example or tivo 
of the Integrity and Probity of thefe’ Mén{ a 
certain Merchant who wil] know his own Pi- 
&ure when he fees’ this Mercator, and-who 
will wear the Coat becaufe it fits him fo'Well, 
had the confounded Impudence,; for thé fo 
principled Wretch deferves no better a‘Word, 
to affirm that we had nothing of Trade’ to 
Spain; that there had not been a thoufand 
Pounds of Woollen-Manufaétures fent to Spain 
for fix Weeks paft ; that there was no Market, 
no Sale, no demand for any Goods, for the 
French fup pp) ly’d all the Markets in Spain; and 

yet the verv fame Merchant not five Days  be- 
fote had’ fhipped ‘4000 /. worth of Woollen- 
Manufattures to Spain in his.own Name, and 
moft of it, if not all upon his own Account. 

What can fuch a Man Mortgage his Honour, 
‘Faith and Confcience for, thus in fuch aCafe ¢ ? 
Jsit not tocarry on a i Party, ‘a wretched quar- 
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rel of Parties} which cannot be fapported bat 


meee Principle, and without fetting Confcience and 
ePewmomaticavenatdefiance? — i 
f& We know the Trade, and we know the Men, 
ve know they fhip Goods for France and Spain 
oth, and thereby with ofie Hand pull down 
e Lye and the Forgery which they build with 
the other; If the French Trade is fo inconfi- 
” derable to our Deftrugtion>to the ruin of the 
‘Kingdom, why do they Embark in it? Why 
Encourage it? If-the French take off noné of 
our Goods, why then are great Quantities of 
thofe Maaufa@ures fent thither by thefo very 
Men ? Surely the Trade is wonderfully alter’d, 
orawhat thefe Men fay to us cannot be true. 
‘This is the. Foundation which thefe Men 
build upon who Oppofe the Commerce with 
France, and in this manner they act; contra- 
di&ing, by theirown practice, what they Di- 
é&ate to their Scribblers to put upon the 
World. 

What then is to be done with fuch Men? 
Argument is in vain, they are Proof againft 
Demonftration; Our bufinefs is not to at- 
tempt to Silence them or Convince them; the 
Jaft indeed may be done, but the firft is im- 
poflible; the A£ercator’s Work is to expofe 
their Knavery, in order to Convince other 
People. 

1 Their Knavery. then cannot be better ex- 
pofed than in. thefe Particulars. 










4%» They affirm, thatthe French make our 
Woollen Manpfaétures fufficient in Quantity 
to,fupply themfelves and all the World; and 
yet.fome of, the very Men that fay fo are 
every Day fending great Quantities of our 
Goods to all thofe Ports where they pretend the 
French carry away the Trade. 


2. They pretend, the French want none of 
our Goods, bave fufficieat of their own, and 
will not take our Goods if we fend them ; 
and yet at; the fame time thefe Men, the 
very Men who we know talk this very Lan- 
guage, are every Week, nay, almoft every 
Day fending of Woollen Goods to France, 
and that in great Quantities, and we know 
they, fell them, at a great Price. 


. 3 They pretend, that if the Duties in 
France were abated, the Confumption of our 
-Mannfa@tures weuld not: Encreafe; and yet 
they fee, that notwithftanding the extrava- 
gant Duties of 70 per Cent. in France upon 
our Goods, yet great Quantities are demanded 
there. What they would be if thofe Duties 
were at 10 per Cent. they may fay, if they 
kaow how. 


4. They pretend, that the French cut us 
out of the Trade in other Couassies by Un- 


by the help of fuch abominable Breaches upon 


derfelling us; and yet when we prove that 
great Quantities of our Goods are carryed to 
Marfeilles, they anfwer, that the ’French 
Tranfport them again, which muft be Non- 
fence fo much .as to fuppofe, if they had any 
of their own. 
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s- They alledge, that the French wil] not 
take our Goods, and then would not have us 
fend any to try ; they applaud the French 
Maaufaétures, and would not have ours come 
into France tu fupprefs and fupplant them. 


6. They exclaim at the French Trade, and 
yet turn Owlers, and fend them our Wooll to 
affift chem in it. 


Thefe are the Champions for Commerce ; 
they talk loudty of Preferving eur Commerce, 
but own, that they are willing the Dutch 
fhould carry our Goods to France; by which 
our own Shipping muft lie by Unemployed. 

It isan endlefs Task to fum up all the ri- 
diculous and abfurd Things that thefe, Men 
advance to the World, to perfwade our Peo- 
ple to Oppofe.the French Trade; .the. like 
Contradi@tions to which were hardly.ever feen 
in the World. The Mercator fhall give an 
Abridgment of more of them in the next Paper. 
Mean time, fee what a Trade to France we 
are. carrying on every Day, while, at the 
fame time, we rail at io Print. 
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From the Cuftom-Houfe. | 


Exported to France in Three Days, 
; May 19, 20, 21. , 


* 30 Spanifh Cloths 
10 Yorkfhire Cloths. 
17 Stuffs ° 
12 1b. Silk Hofe 
_sI dozen Woatfted Hofe 
393 1b. Haberdafhery 
24 dozen Calve-skins 
34000 Lanthorn Leaves 
2500. Glafs Bottles 
‘9dozen Gartering 
684 lb. Wrougkt Iron 
128 1b. Wrought Brafs 
20 lb. Shooes 
Certain Apparel 
112 lb. Cotton Wooll 
222 1b. Cotton Yarn 
* 845 Callicoes and Muflins 
4 Ton 16 C. Block Tia 
67 Fodder 10 C. Lead 
'  y Ton 3 C. Brimftone 
22500 Single Plates 
16 C. Elephants Teeth 
104976 lb. Virginia Tobacco 
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